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IUAV University of Venice

Università Iuav di Venezia is one of the leading universities in 
Europe and across the world in the fields of architecture, design, 
fashion, visual arts, urban and regional planning, and theatre.

Established in 1926 as one of the first Architecture Schools in 
Italy, Iuav combines a renowned tradition with a firm 
commitment to permanent innovation while putting the design 
process at the core of the whole educational experience.

Degree programmes and courses in English, a wide network of 
worldwide partners in teaching and research, many visiting 
academics and professionals and vibrant student community 
from all over the world make Iuav an international university.
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An interdisciplinary approachIuav University 
of Venice

Iuav approach is based on interdisciplinary dialogue, research, 
the importance of history and planning.

Iuav has always been an experimental university, especially in 
terms of teaching methods that combine theoretical lectures 
with practical workshops: students have the opportunity to gain 
experience in design with the guidance of internationally 
renowned architects, designers, artists, urban planners, 
professionals and lecturers.

At Iuav your studies focus on learning by doing: the workshop 
format characterises learning and research activities by offering 
hands-on and innovative experiences under the direct 
supervision of high-profile professors and professionals.



Keypoints in Iuav Education

• The educational philosophy of the University Iuav di Venezia is rooted in the concept of a unified 
department, known as Cultural Project Studies, serving as a hub where various disciplines 
converge.

• Through a transdisciplinary approach, the university integrates insights from Architecture, 
Urban Planning, Design, Arts, and related fields, fostering a collaborative environment where 
diverse perspectives intersect.

• This transdisciplinary perspective enables students to develop a holistic understanding of 
complex challenges, approaching them from multiple angles and fostering innovative solutions.

• Embracing transdisciplinarity as a core value, the University Iuav di Venezia empowers students 
to navigate the interconnected nature of contemporary issues, preparing them to become 
adaptable and innovative leaders in their respective fields.
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Urban Resilience at IuavIuav University 
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Bachelor’s degree programme:
- Architecture (3 years) - italian
- Urban and territorial planning (3 years) - italian

Master’s degree programme:
- MA in architecture (2 years) - eng
- MS in urban planning for transition (2 years) – eng

- Architecture (2 years) - italian
- Urban planning for transition (2 years) - italian
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Urban Resilience at Iuav: studio coursesIuav University 
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• Each semester, students participate in a laboratory course known as a studio, typically valued at 
15 credits. Studios are divided into modules, fostering multidisciplinary engagement by 
involving professors from various fields. This approach encourages diverse perspectives on 
shared issues.

• To underscore the interdisciplinary nature of urban resilience, students are organized into 
groups within each studio. Each group is tasked with analyzing a specific case study, such as a 
neighborhood, city, or region.

• Each group, comprising approximately 4-5 students, is carefully curated to include individuals 
with diverse backgrounds and nationalities.

• The studio proceeds through several phases, including 
1. initial analysis to understand the current state of the area
2. territory diagnosis to assess the impact of climate change
3. project design to propose tailored solutions.



Urban Resilience at Iuav: theoretical coursesIuav University 
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• Theoretical courses are designed to complement the 
studios by providing students with the theoretical 
foundation and tools necessary to actively apply their 
knowledge in projects.

• These courses offer an in-depth introduction to key 
concepts and relevant methodologies for project 
development, preparing students to tackle complex 
challenges in an informed and competent manner.

• Through the integration of theory and practice, 
students are able to develop a deeper understanding of 
the concepts studied and apply them in real-world 
contexts, thereby enhancing their problem-solving and 
innovation skills.
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Conclusions and keypointsIuav University 
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• Interdisciplinary Approach: to emphasize interdisciplinary collaboration by integrating 
various fields such as architecture, urban planning, design, and the arts, fostering diverse 
perspectives and innovative solutions.

• Hands-on Learning: to prioritize practical, project-based learning through studios, where 
students engage in real-world challenges, applying theoretical knowledge and developing 
critical thinking skills.

• Global Perspective: to promote diversity and international collaboration, with students 
and faculty from different backgrounds and nationalities contributing to a rich learning 
environment focused on addressing global urban challenges.
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• Each of you, please present the course and your teaching approach



Starting from the SDGsIuav University 
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• Which Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) does your 

specific course integrate?

• Using a transdisciplinary approach, which other SDGs could 

it include?

• Consequently, which other disciplines might work closely 

with your subject?



Let's try to build innovative coursesIuav University 
of Venice

• Let’s choose two courses of different topic.

QUESTIONS

• With which SDGs can we integrate it?
• How can we build it using a transdisciplinary 

approach?
• What can students gain from this “new” course?



THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION 

University Iuav of Venice

Department of Architecture and Arts

Vittoria Ridolfi

PhD Student, IUAV University

vridolfi@iuav.it

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect
those of the European Union or EACEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.”

mailto:vridolfi@iuav.it

